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Abstract
Background Nurses' awareness of preparation at general hospitals is lower than that of nurses at special-
1st pediatric clinics, which has impeded the spread of preparation being put into practice throughout Ja
pan. Although many studies have investigated children undergoing blood collection, few have examined
young subjects aged less than two years.
Objective This study aimed to clarify the state of blood collections conducted on one-year-old patients and
support offered to parents.
Methods A questionnaire survey targeting 786 outpatient nurses who routinely collected blood from pedi-
atric patients at 131 general hospital facilities nationwide was conducted. Free comments were analyzed
and content was categorized.
Results/Discussion Answers were received from 282 nurses (recovery rate: 35.8%). It was found that
nurses' awareness of preparation had increased from that reported in previous studies to 51.1%. Howeve
r, 66.5% of nurses reported that parents did not accompany children during blood collection. Analysis of
free comments revealed that although nurses were offering parents support in accordance with children's
developmental stage, few care models incorporating parental attendance during blood collection had been
presented.
Conclusions Opportunities to study the concepts of child rights and preparation need to be provided so
that nurses can give support in accordance with the developmental stage of one-year-old children undergo-
ing blood collection. Results also suggested that a care model incorporating parental attendance during
blood collection needs to be presented.
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