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Abstract
Purpose The purpose of this study was to clarify the actual status of learning needs, education received, and
education desired by nurses who have been entrusted with clinical practicum teaching, as well as relationship of
these needs and educations to nurses’ characteristics and backgrounds.
Method Nurses in the Kinki region who were delegated to teach clinical practicum without having attended a
training course for instructors were asked to participate in a self-administered questionnaire survey that utilized a
scale to measure learning needs of clinical practicum instructors.
Results The analysis was conducted on 226 participants (valid response rate: 93.0%) out of the 243 who responded
to the survey (response rate: 33.8%). Regardless of their years of experience or age, the participants had experience
in wide range of instructions from hands-on nursing care to acting as practicum supervisors. Their learning needs
were similar to those of formal clinical practicum instructors; overall, the learning needs increased with age and
teaching experience. In addition, nurses who had experience in precepting, teaching hands-on nursing care, or acting
as practicum supervisors had higher needs for learning than those who did not.
Discussion In providing education to nurses who are involved in clinical practicum instructions without receiving
formal educational courses, it was suggested that establishing an education system that is appropriate for all nurses
including various years of experiences, ages, roles and positions would be necessary.
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