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Abstract
Purpose To investigate the relationship between practical midwifery ability and the number of cases of delivery
assistance.
Method A self-administered questionnaire was developed for midwives who had assisted fewer than 200 deliveries
and worked less than 15 years at birthing facilities which participate in “The Japan Obstetric Compensation
System” in the Kinki region (excluding small clinics with fewer than nineteen beds and midwifery clinics).
Correlations were calculated between the number of cases of delivery assistance and practical midwifery ability
scores in several fields including diagnosis, care, and ethical sensitivity. The number of cases of delivery assistance
was divided into four groups; group I (1-50 cases), group II (51-100 cases), group III (101-150 cases), group IV (151-
200 cases), and one-way analysis of variance was conducted for each field of midwifery ability.
Results A significant main effect of the number of cases of delivery assistance was found for each field of
midwifery ability. Significant differences were also found between groups I and II, and between groups I and IV, in
“diagnosis and care during delivery” and between groups I and III in “maternity care ability”. There was a
significant mediating effect of the number of cases of delivery assistance on the scores of each field other than
ethical sensitivity.
Conclusions More experience with delivery assistance was associated with higher practical midwifery ability.
More years of midwifery experience do not guarantee a high level of skill, but increased experience in delivery
assistance affects the level of confidence and achievement in each practical midwifery skill area.
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