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Christian Philosophy in 'Father Brown' by G. K. Chesterton, Part 1
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“.....reason is always reasonable, even in the last limbo, in the lost borderland of
things. I know that people charge the Church with lowering reason, but it is just the
other way. Alone on earth, the Church makes reason really supreme. Alone on earth,

the Church affirms that God Himself is bound by reason.” !
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“Reason and justice grip the remotest and the loneliest srar. Look at those stars.

Don't they look as if they were single diamonds and sapphires? Well, you can imagine
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any mad botany or geology you please. Think of forests of adamant with leaves of
brilliants. Think the moon is a blue moon, a single elephantine sapphire. But don’t
fanecy that all that frantic astronomy would make the smallest difference to the reason
and justice of conduct. On plains of opal, under cliffs cut out of pearl, you would still
find a notice-board, ‘Thou shalt not steal.’”®
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“Far as the eye could see, farther and farther as they mounted the slope, were seas
beyond seas of pines, now all aslope one way under the wind. And that universal
gesture seemed as vain as it was vast, as vain as if that wind were whisling about some
unpeopled and purposeless planet. Through all that infinite growth of grey-blue forests
sang, shrill and high, that ancient sorrow that is in the heart of all heathen things.
One could fancy that the voices from the underworld of unfathomable foliage were cries

of the lost and wandering pagan gods: gods who had gone roaming in that irrational
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forest, and who will never find their way back to heaven.”?
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“What was the matter with the whole heathen civilisation was that there nothing for
the mass of men in the way of mysticism, except that concerned with the mystery of
the nameless forces of nature, such as sex and growth and death.”1!
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“......there is one mark of all genuine religion: materialism. Now, devil-worship is a
perfectly genuine religion.”! 8
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“St. Thomas stood up stoutly for the fact that a man's body is his body as his mind is
his mind: and that he can only be a balance and union of the two. ......a thing that
might be called Humanism or even claimed by Modernism. In fact, it may be

»
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“It’s the first effect of not believing in God that you lose your common sense and can’t
see things as they are......reeling back to the bestial gods of the beginning, escaping
into elephants and snakes and crocodiles; and all because you are frightened of four
words: ‘He was made Man’.”?3 9
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6 The Penguin Complete Father Brown, London, 1981, p.20.

T RREDAR T TR B, HREEICE LN TS £ ) RBUL, HOREEL
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SELBRWOTERVWNEOEMBEL LS LIV, LOLERDL, PR -T2 47F
2 [#52 k4] Summa Theologiae (Z LhiE, HRETLLHY 2w nsZ e, 0
BZHROMBRELLIBZNE NI ZLFEORELFEII LV, BOEIIANRGIE
TAREFOTRMEORKMTHY, TNERFET D b DODOH ratioentis I L TWH D5
Thd, WORRELIITFETILOORIIE) ZLFTRTRLIDENI ZLROTH
%, Cf. ST, 1, q.25, a.3, cor..

8 The Penguin Complete Father Brown, London, 1981, p.235.

9 O.c., p.83.

10 BISEHERE SURERE C OIS E T ORI CRERED X 512, ZOEFT Cofi X Tl OME
\Z, 7 b oA 7HEERREHSEZ T EEE LB Ly, BRORY, FoA
# k& F 257 k H. P. Lovecraft(1890-1937) O S #i @l iZ> W T Helk L 7= 3CiikiE Ed-
ward T. Babinski, ‘The Dueling Cosmoses of H. P. Lovecraft and G. K. Chesterton’ in:
‘Crypt of Cthulhu’ vol.2, no.5, edited by Robert M. Price, Bloomfield, 1983, pp.25-30 &
HTHD, ML LFHOLFEIBRBEFRZ SEH0T, FhHaE/hSnbo BB L(T
T2 77 8), HBANWNERRCI(F =Ry ho R EEHIZOWTER LR o T
ZLEEEL T, Cf ibid, p.26. M#FIIEE T HREICAE TR Y, [ URROFHE
BEZTMo ETHAECERLOBBAOTICPHEL T, LTHIUE, F=RAF b
MEOFHEMLWIZE > THRENRFEH THAMERVWTHIBE LSS, 77277 O
FHICE S DITERTHA I,

RBAHEBOICRIC I, ZV 777 NEIFROFCAENTF = AL FoBBICERL
TWAD, Ot “obsolete”, “ignorant”, “frivolous”, “irrelevant”, “meaningless”
HaxbLtELLRWWEITHDB, Cf ibid, p.25.

11 #5279 1E Project Gutenberg Australia P4 G. K. Chesterton, ‘St Francis of Assisi'(http:/
gutenberg.net.au/ebooks09/0900611.txt, 20194 11 H 4 HETD) 220 L7, FHHE
G. K FxA% b FEEETORGENY, GK F2X¥ b [G K FxAF b
B4 6 AGEO®HE] AHTERRGEKEE, 1976 4F), p.27.

L2 SRS T- - T, AiReFERCEEE 6 23R LT,

L8 WIIATHE YA MR- VBB L, FRHER G K Fx A2 N CFEETOHIG
AT, GK F=AF by [G K Fx2AH FoEEES AGROBE] A RITRLERGE
Fktt, 1976 4E), p.25,

14 GK F=2% b [G K Fx27 b oFEES AREORE ] A HPTERR L,
1976 47), p.25 B,

15 Cf.“I mean that there was no future for "natural magic"; to deepen it was only to
darken it into black magic.” TELE W20 0L, BABEMTZIIREN LWy Z LT
Hb, TNEFEODZLIFFNEZR LTREfCLTLEI Z L THD) @ENTATHE
A bEHES—UEBI L),

16 Cf. The Penguin Complete Father Brown, London, 1981, p.63. “Men may keep a
sort of level of good, but no man has ever been able to keep on one level of evil. That
road goes down and down.” [FHEOKED L H 72 b DR LESZ LA TE E43, EBo—
EAREEICE EF VR EFIEIIRETHEREAL

17 Cf. o.c.,, p.154. “......there is this about such evil, that it opens door after door in hell,
and always into smaller and smaller chambers. This is the real case against crime,
that a man does not become wilder and wilder, but only meaner and meaner” [ Z 91
JHEE, HEROBEZNE4IZBITTITo T, FAFAL LS EHNEHBIZAVAALTN LD
g2 TVEDTT , 2FY, (B X>TIABB EA EAERITRD L5 T L TRL,
ELELBRIRD LW Z L, ZThARBICEE LT b nwAYOEBA T,
18 Q.c., p.84.
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19 LUF O ClE materialism & U9 85721 T72 <, materialist, materialistic 7z '@
a6 B materilaism #RifE & L7=sB & L C, [AEP TO materialism OFEBRA fEE T 5 Gk
ELTHRS,
20 Z OEFTCITIERMEIZIE, “T might convince a man that matter as the origin of Mind is
quite meaningless, if he and I were very fond of each other and fought each other every
night for forty years. But long before he was convinced on his deathbed, a thousand
other materialists could have been born.” B HEWIIHFEA#HFHEH-> TWHHTL 40 5
fEsEm T T, HEIBHORR TCHL RSB RAEEELEELNS D
b Ly, 7208, BREORTEOANIZESFE LS E D ETlaiE, thoMEwiaa s 1000
At, Lo ODFEICEENRTETWSEASS | kb TW5S, FEITHIHEY A b
G. K. Chesterton, St Thomas Aquinas(http://gutenberg.net.au/ebooks01/0100331.txt,
20194 11 A 4 B A S L),
21 Cf. o.c.! “Even the materialists have fled from materialism; and those who lectured
us about determinism in psychology are already talking about indeterminism in
matter” MEERE I ZPWHERLOHORL TBY, LHFETREREZR 2 IHRLT
Wiz A% DS, EOERTILE o ICHEREmEH 4 1IFE-> TS ;5 “....all that
cowardly materialism, which conceives man as wholly servile to his environment.” [ A
I ERAICEREICGEBR L TWD LIEZTWD, MO EERE......0.
22 Cf. 0.c.(2019 45 11 H 5 H#'%D): “......those who are called Anthropologists have to
narrow their minds to the materialistic things that are not notably anthropic.” I...... A
HPH LMETh S A2 03 F ORI % materialistic 2 Y HIEZH T EHN, b
materialistic 78 b DIZIABIZ HAY L WD Z LT TERN,
23 (Cf. o.c.! “.....he is actually less exacting than many thinkers, much less so than
most rationalist and materialist thinkers.....” [{{Z 12 k<], [ZCHO—HKZfH
o TVBEMNE NI Z LIV THHEREZ M T L W O R, BUZE OBBRI L7
hofz, B, SAEFREEEFEC materialist O BEFEDOKEEICH <5 L EITDRho
7 le
24 LIFEI 00, KIXFTEMTWLOEZ OB TH D,
25 ZOEMIE, heR T2 42O [ERE] B MR ZE] Compendium
Theologiae THEEHN T4, Cf. ST, 1, q.76, a.5; CT, 1, ¢.128; ¢.151.
26 [ErvwR 727 4FRA] TF=AZ bid, 1B TEPLTFY R FEEARO
BIRE 23R R TV B T TRV, UTORBIIRFENCHIET 2 F = 2% F OB AR
HLLTRHELELDTH S,
27 Cf. G. K. Chesterton, St Thomas Aquinas(http:/gutenberg.net.au/ebooks01/0100
331.txt, 2019 4= 11 H 6 H[E%): “......the genius of Augustine, who had been a Platonist,
and perhaps never ceased to be a Platonist; through the transcendentalism of the
supposed work of the Areopagite; through the Oriental trend of the later Empire and
something Asiatic about the almost pontifical kinghood of Byzantium:......”
“......Augustine derived partly from Plato,......”
28 (Cf. o.c.: “Plato might despise the flesh.”
29 Cf. o.c.! “There really was a new reason for regarding the senses, and the
sensations of the body, and the experiences of the common man, with a reverence at
which great Aristotle would have stared, and no man in the ancient world could have
begun to understand.”
30 Cf. o.c.! “In a word, St. Thomas was making Christendom more Christian in
making it more Aristotelian.” [ Z 9 F -5 THiFuE, T h~AEF U 2 MR %, L0
TURARMTLVABNZT B2 LT, E6ICF ) R MIIZ L TW D7)
31 Cf. o.c.! “The Thomist philosophy began with the lowest roots of thought, the senses
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and the truisms of the reason......St. Thomas was willing to begin by recording the facts
and sensations of the material world......"; “There really was a new reason for regarding
the senses, and the sensations of the body, and the experiences of the common man,
with a reverence at which great Aristotle would have stared.”

32 Cf. 0.c.(2019 4F 11 A 7 H[#%): “he was willing to begin to study the reality of the
world in the reality of the worm. His Aristotelianism simply meant that the study of
the humblest fact will lead to the study of the highest truth”; “he is content, as we shall
see, to say that it involves the recognition of Ens or Being as something definitely
beyond ourselves. Ens is Ens: Eggs are eggs, and it is not tenable that all eggs were
found in a mare's nest.”

33 Cf. 0.c.(2019 4F 11 A 6 H[#%E): “It is bound up, in the modern view, with the most
monstrous, the most material, and therefore the most miraculous of miracles. It is
specially connected with the most startling sort of dogma, which the Modernist can
least accept; the Resurrection of the Body.” [ = ® Materialism [%, B2 OO R
Hizk - T, Femici®472, fmlc material 72, &\ 9 Z LITUMKREHFBRO 5 b THREIC
AEAY A b O LRV T D, 20 Materialism BSFEHIZFE DWW TWD D, b T
S< Y IELILEOEET, ERERETCLoTERLZITARBTZWV W, $42bb

&g THho)

34 Cf. o.c.! “After the Incarnation had become the idea that is central in our
civilisation, it was inevitable that there should be a return to materialism, in the sense
of the serious value of matter and the making of the body. When once Christ had risen,
it was inevitable that Aristotle should rise again.”

[ZRa bbb OO LS L 72 ->7-LL F, materialism ~OEGFHEE 501X
BT B ehotz, WEHOROMEZMY, MEOREOROMEEMS L WHETEN
&, FVAMREADNZ-LE TUIRA M VALERLLIANRZD Z EITHET L
DRI InoT]

35 (Cf. o.c.: “It may be said that this is mere common sense; the common sense that
pigs are pigs: to that extent related to the earthbound Aristotelian common sense; to a
human and even a heathen common sense. But note that here again the extremes of
earth and heaven meet. It is also connected with the dogmatic Christian idea of the
Creation; of a Creator who created pigs, as distinct from a Cosmos that merely evolved
them.” [ZHITFRICBE 2\, THRTHTHLIEVWHIER, 172374 THDH) &
SWETIELFHEICEEENREZT YA R LAROERICBEET S, AMSLY, £
LTREHEEL LLTOLHLEM, LrL, ZZThFEMELRE W WEBHEAHS>T
NWHZELIZESNTIELY, ZOFBITX Y A MOHRICHN S AEOBSIZHE U
TW5b, 7E&E-TfiliEE, 722k icTELnFERLIRMNEsBh O
e
36 ZOWINGIE, FxAF bl 20 HARHID E TICFICABMNEE TIC OB L oT2H D
ThoHZLIZBBEINEW, [Bh=R T2 4FA) ZIHRYER, bvX -T2 4 F 2B
TSNS Etienne Gilson # HIREE XB7- L b A0, HHEOX V) A FEIL(AEDOE
IRV E TEE XV TW D05, MECEOHEER, Thbba s -
TEAPH RN R LOIZBERWE VI BVRALBRALTWLEORRE L
Wk Dhniid b AR Hhd,
87 B, TITOBEOMEAER, BEERLVHIEBRR, BREIRDIEELVOED D,
LA, BEOEMTR (?2), EREERLWVWIZBANF =AY FrOPIgiFHTL 5,
[&% A £ 3EANT=5] The Poet and The Lunatics(1929)flIX > [§L#E D% | The House of
the Peacock Tlid, RENJBWEKHELLIIH T, 2F W BRECHR I ORBTRESETH
Lo L, T UBREELICIEOR & v ) ERICITEL - VRS TRE S ETHY
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5 ENIRBRORIT EBRB I TS, MEEANEIENTL] BEIETHIER, B 5w, K
FAITE, 2016 4, (7 no.2425ff.2 M, 724, ZOIREERTRLBYHER OO
TERE I LERED b KPEFEM R N E e L ) Bk TR0,

[ r~2 72745 A] 1933) Tl OAEIIHHANIZ R Shiz, 29, WHHTFE
FEBNORER, BEREODLIIZAZELEEROL LICACETF LS L3 HL2HmMIZEN
RIFELENTTHL LWL BN S, Cf. G. K. Chesterton, ‘St Thomas Aquinas’(http://
gutenberg.net.au/ebooks01/0100331.txt, 2019 45 11 A 7 H[#'%):“......good things, like
the world and the flesh have been twisted by a bad intention called the devil. But he
cannot make things bad: they remain as on the first day of creation. The work of hea-
ven alone was material; the making of a material world. The work of hell is entirely
spiritual.”

38 §F 32 B L UGE 35 B,

39 The Penguin Complete Father Brown, London, 1981, p.368.

40 = ¢‘He was made Man'i%, Il 5cHEER SCHER (P A B RR(1959, 1982)Tlix T AIXA
ELTRIGNTZY ) LML DRIEOHBEAEL LD E LTIREN, NYIT - FRory b
I AT VMGG EERER)(1956) Tlk MEIZARIC /iR ofz) EF U A NOZHOHFEEED
bOLLTRENTWDS, [TI7 U MRORNE] PHEFR, E-EBEM, #Hglxit,
2016 4, {Zff no.1544 B LU [7' 7 7 oA OEEE] FHRFEERER, F)I%E, 1956 4,
93 H& M,

‘He was made Man’lZ, HFETITEHMIIZZHOFEROFERS LD, +HolETET
W, WRBS L, BTORBOMILCTHMRTE RV, L LAaERs, 77
FED= T A AR T 4 ) — T IAERTZROFFZ Y- 5 (Filius Deil homo factus
est' ZHFBICFEBMICERT S LN 12'He was made Man' & 72 V), F£7-, =hA4 7 (=4
TVYASZH T — B L ZROHFEOTRUCEHMR L7127 ¥ 7 7 A Athanasius IZ L 5% A
DEBIZOWTOREGRO 1HE T () BARIC/R 2720 T......] #“For He was made
man.... b RENTHAH S H %, Cf. ASelect Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene of the
Chirstian Church, 2m Series, vol.4: St. Athanasius, , edited by Nenry Wace, D.D. and
Philip Schaff, D.D., LL.D., Oxford: New York, 1892, p.65.

T IEZ DL OREEEFRICER NS LR Z 9720, FxA% b rBRiEoWE R
EUHEIIZHOHEL T TRAEOHBRICLHORHVWTEY, ERIC R~ RX 77
4 FRA) T (721374 TRbbE8ETEMMICIZN R bRV ET U R BT L ARER
Aristotelian common sense 73iF HAL TV AEE, UM Hiv T2 #ggidAEDHFE T
b5, i35 M, [ROBET] TOTHA M, BB E LTHRD <& L9 3R
ZRfo T D O TIRD B IEPFR B RO 5 03 IREMEA & W,

N FHIOTF=RY kT U777 bERBILEDR, [77 021 2k 2MER
FHEOREELZMBLIZL AT, ZOBENLTF2AZ T T 7577 NeFERKL
o, 7 by AT HGE LIRS MEERECR T S 7 P oA T EOREIL, WEEREoT
EMTHLZ L, TRbLYWENGFETHOLIZETHD, TLTI bor7lE, 2025
7 b OEOEWICHT AEER AR LT\ ESbh, MBS, RBoED)
WOEIREEZ L TWDHEEINTVAHDTHLNR, VWalE), FxAF hiT MfEDOE)
T, MBI EF L bW E LAV L5 EE SR SERICHP L T, EAADF
MNZ TIEFELFE LS BVELY) LEDEA(TFEALENTB] BEIETHIER, S5
Wi, HRAScHE, 2016 4E, (0 no.958ff.),

¥, FU277 bo/NG T2 by 7 OFOE] ITIIBIC OV TUTO L 5 REAA
Y=iEY FOMARH S, FATFEHEPEM TR L TWATRTE#RTLE-Z, THLLE
Fo kb, EOLELEDOIEAX EZHLBFUTE > TRHFELUA DM H DO TH720 ] “I have looked
upon all that the universe has to hold of horror, and even the skies of spring and the
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flowers o f summer must ever afterward be poison to me” & 55> T\ %, Cf. H. P.
Lovecraft, The Call of Cthulhu, in: The Compelete Fiction of H. P. Lovecraft, Amazon
Services International, Inc., no date, kindle edition, {iZ{& no.1367. &= A% s 3T 7
757 MEBEATVIZNE S DIZOWTIERBIES T8E0k) L7277 77 FoOREE
ADHIA— D, BRORY 2016 FLRLLIILENDS, RLTOmREOMYRL L7
AM, FxAFZ PRI TI2ZT7 heiARZ bR, 2 ANELENELERX, [
RO MBI 2 FHBIZODE 2 3EEL, Vol LZoT, Lk A=
BENDEZZL L L TEDLND LRV,

42 The Penguin Complete Father Brown, London, 1981, pp.434-35,°...if you don’t
know that I would grind all the Gothic arches in the world to powder to save the sanity
of a single human soul, you don’t know so much about my religion as you think you do.”
43 0.c., p.384, “Lying may be serving religion; I'm sure it's not serving God.”

44 0.c., p.321, “I think I am an anti-clerical,......”

45 Ibidem,“but there wouldn’t be half so much clericalism if they would only leave
things to the clerics.”

46 Cf. O.c., p.12, “......exactly because Valentin understood reason, he undersood the
limits of reason.”

47 Cf. O.c., p.10, “Valentin was a sceptic in the severe style of France, and have no love
for priests.”

8 Oy Z oL, MOFHND BARVRRTESL TT 212 128K L0 iEndkwn, O
ErndboxE LRNTZGEHHEEDL E-FRICLEPNEAEERHLOTEDH
ZTHESTHD, MOFHRMD LAWK TY LTHBMMEFEICE S /AR H 525
FAUCHET H1Z 255, H Lian L ViBEMEFICEW S mTREEIEE W EE X, HTT o
EHICHEZSIK bOEFHRBES W) FHiEEE D, ZHTEEORRZOET, BARICK
HFHENY ZIPVIALTZOOBHTHY, F= AKX FMICIE LWEEER A LP T
MESTFONTWD, Uy T2 v OBEEROEL SI2onTi, IEfES [T77 v
L] 7y 7 ] GEEkEE, 1986 E)FTI O [EUE O] TEE LT\ 5, AifEE
pp.91-92 B, RIBUHPOLFTILME [F =25 ko] GEKERE, 2000 4F), p.174
IhEER I TV D,

LoL, EEZHMIABORBAVWTITFEEHEORAANTOEOZBIGEL TEY, AME
FHOMALBX HHNIHEO T TABEEZRLS T ETRARY, ZINTTooHRED
BNTHDL EEbD,

49 Cf. The Penguin Complete Father Brown, London, 1981, p.39, “on the blind face of
the suicide was more than the pride of Cato.”

50 GlTHEFE SCHER(TPAHR AR, B < EFRREETTAI - WARBHBVER), ~rhU - K7y
b« 225 U MGEHREESFIT VTR b AL & TV EBZ K =& L, EBAT7 Y v
D TIREERERTOI A b—, BRI TIE (o7 o hoh h—) T74b
LA b= TTHAEI M2 ELTWA(FEE p.74 Z28), YU SUHER(E 1 E28ER)
it Ife—=OKEAD F—) ELTEY, FHLELBASIELTWRWREE .87,

John Peterson aFfROF = R » b L BREFTIL TREDEE] OFETIE, Zoh M 3o T
AHOHP—LENTEY, 774 FOPZICH=HNIBRT5OEEATEHRLIZE
25475, Cf. The collected works of G.K. Chesterton, v. 12 . The Father Brown
stories ; pt. 1 with introduction and notes by John Peterson, Ignatius Press, 2005, p.69:
“...whose pride led him to commit suicide rather than submit to Julius Caesar.”

72%, John Peterson MFEIZHE S 725, pride (ZE2DI D 1 o & L THIE LRI
ETHLHOMS LR, ZTRABELWERD, FxXH MYy 702 ORE TR
IO TN L LR D, AROMRRIHREN LD Z &2k D,

51 Cf. The Penguin Complete Father Brown, London, 1981, p.190, “He carries it
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[poison] so that he may never be captured, like Cato.” & = & &/hh F—IFRFAFHT
T FERETH S,
52 BigAiz, IR FECOMEL] (R IEFTRIER, K, Balctk, 2017 @) M4
~H o REDIE] OFE 11 (AL No.863) Tix B8 ~—] (Cato, a Tragedy) ®FA
BB F—IZOWTRA h—OZEELTWAR, ZRbUT 4 HDOH b—, Thbb/Ih
F—THh 5,
53 ZORMIHOWT, EFIIFAMRERZBRI D LN TE D o7, EHF LA
YA Ay Aearbg o—< NOWRE V] (i, 1996 ), pp.242-247
THY EFohTlY, FICAEOERIZOWVWT pp.245-246 TER Sh, Mofmitsh
TWhab,
54 (Cf. The Penguin Complete Father Brown, London, 1981, p.38, “I must ask him to
confess, and all that.”
55 Cf. G. K. Chesterton, ‘Orthodoxy’(http:/gutenberg.net.au/ebooks13/1301221h.html,
2019 4 11 A 7 H#%D): “Not only is suicide a sin, it is the sin. It is the ultimate and
absolute evil......” THRIIFBIE LW HI DO TR, BFEZZHRELOE, THITIERD,
A 2R RS

56 Jbidem: “The man who kills a man, kills a man. The man who kills himself, kills all
men: as far as he is concerned he wipes out the world.”

57 Cf. ibidem: “The suicide is ignoble because he has not this link with being: he is a
mere destroyer: spiritually, he destroys the universe.”

58 Cf. ibidem: “A martyr is a man who cares so much for something outside him, that
he forgets his own personal life. A suicide is a man who cares so little for anything
outside him, that he wants to see the last of everything. One wants something to begin:
the other wants everything to end.”

59 Cf. ibidem: “......he sets his heart outside himself: he dies that something may live.
The suicide is ignoble because he has not this link with being: he is a mere destroyer;
spiritually, he destroys the universe.”

60 Cf. The Penguin Complete Father Brown, London, 1981, p.38, “......Brayne, like so
many scatter-brained sceptics, was drifting to us: ...... Brayne would pour supplies into
the impoverished and pugnacious Church of Frances......”

61 7720 NYRHEREHE TR [77 0] o NYRHERETHD Z LI
FEEEN-WD,

HuIshsE 2019 275

121



122 FLREY LT3R ICARSFU X MY Gl

R 2019 27&



