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Abstract
Background As nuclear families and childbearing at both younger and older ages become increasingly prevalent,
the annual number of deliveries is showing a decreasing trend. Meanwhile, midwives duties have diversified as
several maternity wards see closure and more mixed maternity wards are established. The idea that a certain
number of midwives should be posted has been proposed, and a nursing necessity system for nursing staffing has
been introduced. However, no conclusion has been reached concerning midwifery staffing.
Objective To determine the current situation of mixed maternity wards from an administrative perspective.
Methods A structured questionnaire survey was conducted among 110 administrators of mixed maternity wards
in hospitals with a 20-bed capacity or more. The results were analyzed statistically.
Results/Discussion The response rate was 56.41% and the valid response rate was 99.09%. Data from 109
administrators were analyzed. Aside from obstetrics, the most common clinical departments in the mixed
maternity wards were gynecology, followed by pediatrics, gastroenterology, and orthopedics. Wards with three
or more departments accounted for 90%. The number of midwives was correlated with the annual number of
deliveries (rs=0.68), whereas the number of nurses showed a weak negative correlation with the number of
deliveries (rs=-0.21) . The results suggested that midwives and nurses were assigned collectively regardless of the
clinical departments comprising the mixed wards.
Conclusion The study revealed that mixed maternity wards included various clinical departments beyond
obstetrics and gynecology, and that the number of nurses allocated was dependent on the number of midwives.
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